Lesson Plan Template – ED 3501 (Version C)

	Lesson Title/Focus
	 Inquiry Project 
	Date
	March 21st –March 29th 

	Subject/Grade Level
	Science 
Grade 3/4
	Time Duration
	 8 days  

	Unit
	Topic E: Animal Life Cycles
	Teacher
	Miss. Benson 


	OUTCOMES FROM ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

	General Learning Outcomes:
	3–10 Describe the appearances and life cycles of some common animals, and identify their adaptations to different environments. 
3–11 Identify requirements for animal care.  

	Specific Learning Outcomes:
	1. Classify a variety of animals, based on observable characteristics; e.g., limbs, teeth, body covering, overall shape, backbone. 
2. Identify the food needs of at least one animal from each of the following groups: mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, insects; and describe changes in how each animal obtains food through different stages of its life.
3. Demonstrate awareness that parental care is characteristic of some animals and not of others, and identify examples of different forms of parental care. 

4. Demonstrate awareness that animals require different habitats in order to meet their basic needs of food, water, shelter and space. 

5. Recognize adaptations of a young animal to its environment, and identify changes in its relationship to its environment as it goes through life; e.g., tadpoles are adapted for life in an aquatic environment; adult frogs show adaptations to both terrestrial and aquatic environments. 

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

	1. Students will be able to describe their classification of animal based on observable characteristics. 
2. Students will be able to identify the food needs and how it changes throughout their character. 

3. Students will be able to demonstrate awareness of the parental care practices their animal classification group. 
4. Students will be able to describe the habitat that is best suited for their animal classification group. 
5. Students will be able to recognize that animals have adaptations that helps them be better suited for their environment. 

	Student Friendly Learning Objectives

	 I can classify a variety of animals, based on observable characteristics (limbs, teeth, body covering, overall shape, backbone)
I can identify the food needs of at least one animal and describe changes in how each animal obtains food through different stages of its life
I can demonstrate awareness that parental care is characteristic of some animals and not of others
I can identify examples of different forms of parental care
I can demonstrate awareness that animals require different habitats in order to meet their basic needs of food, water, shelter and space
I can recognize adaptations of a young animal to its environment
I can identify changes in its relationship to its environment as it goes through life

	ASSESSMENTS

	Assessment 
	· Formative: Students will continually be formatively assessed throughout this project through observations and discussion as they work through their project, as well as through project check-in’s. After every class students will need to “share” so that I can review what they have so far, and provide feedback where and if necessary.  
· Summative: This project will summative asses on the above SLO’s when they are finished as it will show their knowledge and understanding on these outcomes. 

	Observations:
	Students should be able to describe their classification’s characteristics. 
Students should be able to identify the food needs their group has, along with how the needs change throughout their life. 

Students should be able to show awareness of how their classification group cares for their young and describes the parental care practices. 
Students should be able to describe the habitat that their animal classification group needs to be in, in order to meet their basic needs of food, water, shelter, and space. 

Students should be able to recognize they adaptations that an animal has for its environment and explain how their adaptations may change as the animal goes through life. 

	Key Questions:
	·  Are students able to explain their animal classification characteristics? 
· Are students able to explain the food needs for their animals? 
· Are students able to describe the parental care? 
· Are students able to describe and construct an appropriate habitat for their animal? 
· Are students able to recognize that animals have certain adaptations for them to fit in with their environment? 

	Products/Performances:
	This inquiry project will allow for students to learn the knowledge independently within a group rather than teacher lead. The end result will have students creating a google slide presentation of one of the animal classifications and create/build an animal and their habitat from their classification. 

	LEARNING RESOURCES CONSULTED
	MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

	· Alberta Program of Study 
· Teacher Mentor 

· Animal Life Cycles – TPT Resource 
	· Chrome Books for Google Slides 

· Slide Information Booklet for each classification

· QR Code Creator 

·  Building Materials (6 Fridge sized boxes, other cardboard, newspaper, colored paper, paint, cotton balls, etc.) 

	PROCEDURE

	Prior to lesson
	Have Slide Information Booklets printed for students. Have groups picked out. 

	Introduction
	Time

	Addition to Lesson 
	
	

	Attention Grabber
	Hocus Pocus, Everybody Focus! 
	

	Assessment of Prior Knowledge
	Lesson 1 of this unit allowed for me to see what students already have an understanding of for this unit. Since students are learning and researching this information, they can use their prior knowledge and expand on it through research. 
	

	Expectations for Learning and Behavior
	Students are expected to be on task and working cooperatively. Students are expected to inquire and find information independently. Students are expected to build a creative model of their animal and their habitat. 
	

	Advance Organizer/Agenda
	Students will be given a deadline of where they should be after every lesson so that they can finish and have ample time to build. 
	

	Transition to Body
	Students will be put into their groupings. They will be given their classifications, then we will go through the information booklet of what is expected of them to do. 
	 

	Body
	Time

	Learning Activity #1
	Inquiry Project: PART 1: What makes an animal an animal? 
· Students work through project, continually sharing it with me after every lesson so I can see their progress and provide feedback when necessary. 
· Ensure that students are clicking the share button when they are finished at the end of the day. This will allow for myself to look over them and provide feedback. 

· Explain to students that  if there are comments in future days how to view the feedback from me and what they can do to erase and “resolve” the comment. 
	

	Teacher Notes: Assessments/ Differentiation
	 Formative Assessment: Based on observation and discussion, I am able to see what students understanding is and am able to guide the students learning in a different direction if they are misguided. Through Observation and Discussion, and Project Check in’s. 

This project will be used towards a summative assessment grade of the outcomes, but the students will be formatively assessed with their project check ins to guide their learning and provide feedback to any concerns that the group may be having with their project.
Differentiation: Asking clarifying questions if students start to develop the discussion off base. This will allow for students to still share their responses and keep engaged but without having broad open-ended questions.  Walking around the classroom will allow for me to see what students may be struggling with. This will allow for me to stop the student right away and alleviate the frustration and help. If I notice the whole class struggling with a concept, have a whole class discussion and recap expectations 
	

	Learning Activity #2
	Building an Animal and their Habitat 
· Students are makers. They will be given supplies and they need to create an animal and their habitat for the classification group that they researched. 

· Students will not be given direct instruction as I do not want to inhibit their creativitiy. 
	

	Teacher Notes: Assessments/ Differentiation
	Formative Assessment: Based on observation and discussion, I am able to see what students understanding is and am able to guide the students learning in a different direction if they are misguided. 
Summative Assessment: This project will be taken in as a summative grade on students understanding of the characteristics of an animal and their correct habitat and corresponding adaptations. 
Differentiation: Asking clarifying questions if students start to develop the discussion off base. This will allow for students to still share their responses and keep engaged but without having broad open-ended questions.  Students who have fine motor challenges will be given larger items to work with.
	

	Learning Activity #3
	Learning about the Classifications: 2 Things I learned, 1 thing that I still have a question on?  
· Students will fill out sheet during the jigsaw learning of the other classifications. 
· This activity allows for students to learn about other classifications. 
	

	Teacher Notes: Assessments/ Differentiation
	Formative Assessment: This assessment is similar to an exit slip, so I can see what students took away from this project and what they had questions or concerns on.  
Some students “B” may need a scribe. They will be paired in their groups, so they can ask a buddy for spelling or help as well. 

 
	

	Closure
	Time

	Consolidation of Learning:
	The showcasing of the projects will consolidate their knowledge, and their own self-reflection.  This will merge all of their learning into one cohesive thought as students are able to explore other classification group. 
	

	Feedback from Students:
	The research and discussion will show me what students really get or may be challenged by. The observation and discussion that students will be having, will show what students do know and what they may be confused on. Having students share what they have after every lesson, allows for me to give feedback where appropriate and formatively assess as they go on throughout their project. 
	

	Feedback to Students
	 Thank you for working so hard today boys and girls.  We are going to learn so much from each other! 
	

	Transition to Next Lesson
	Students will continue to work on their project throughout the week and all research needs to be completed by the end of Thursday. 
	


	Sponge Activity/Activities
	Students will start to build when they are done their research. There should be no need for a sponge activity, as they all need to be working on their projects. 


	Reflections from the lesson
	


PAGE  
1
Adapted from a template created by Dr. K. Roscoe



